
 

 

My Pal on Death Row 

I am guessing most of you do not have a close relationship with someone on death row. What do you 

think is on their mind? What would you visit about? Would you be open to the possibility that 

someone on death row is prayerful, kind, and a source of encouragement? 

Eric is my pal on death row. We have met only through our many letters. He is new (2014) in his 

Catholic faith and, initially, I thought that I might offer him some context, perspective, or guidance in 

his quest to draw closer to God. All he asked of me was that I provide him with people who need 

prayers.  

His prayer requests of me are almost always prayers for others. He asks me to pray for his family, 

others in prison, and those who suffer. In one letter, I was humbled by his detailed request to pray for 

the guard who is mean to him.   

His letters reveal the care and attention he devotes to my prayer requests. He sends me prayer 

cards, reflections, and biographies of Saints. He gave me permission to share a recent letter he sent 

me. Included with the letter were two pages from the humor columns of Reader’s Digest. My death 

row pal is sending me jokes!!! 

Take a moment to read his letter (maybe several times) and think about the human being who wrote 

it. The State of Texas is striving to execute this man on behalf of, and in the name of, all Texans- 

including me. It troubles me greatly that this man who joins me in prayer, shares my faith, shares my 

journey, and sends me encouragement and jokes, is being executed on my behalf, and in my name, 

as a fellow Texan. 

We profess to respect life from conception to its natural conclusion. Is your faith strong enough to 

respect the life of those on death row?  Is it strong enough to stand up and speak up for those who 

will not get a natural conclusion to life, but a needle in the arm? 








